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W a x a h a c h i e
A Message From The Mayor
 With the beginning of the fall season, we will soon 
enjoy the cooler temperatures and beautiful changing 
leaves. As you look across our city, you will also see changes 
and positive improvements in many places. 
 From infrastructure to beautification and “quality 
of life” additions, City leaders continue to make every 
effort to keep Waxahachie a top-notch place to live, work, 
raise a family, or visit. 
 One major project on a state level that will 
positively impact our community is the expansion of 
IH-35E through Waxahachie and Ellis County. While the 
current construction is a temporary inconvenience, the 
end result will be an attractive, expanded highway that 
will tremendously improve the major gateways into our 
City for years to come. 
 Inside the City, we continue to prepare for the 
future by improving infrastructure by replacing and 
upgrading aging water and sewer lines, drainage systems, 
streets, and sidewalks. There are several of these projects 
currently underway, and many planned for the next few 
years. Current and upcoming projects and their scope of 
work are listed on the inside of this newsletter. 
 Construction is also coming along very nicely 
on the new Waxahachie High School, a state-of-the-
art facility that is expected to be open in Fall 2018. The 
new high school not only equips our City and school 

district to accommodate many 
years of future growth, but also 
establishes Waxahachie as a 
educational destination. 
 On the development 
front, I know that many of our 
residents will be excited to hear 
about the new Panera Bread 
that will soon be built in front of 
Target on Highway 77. Panera is a 
long-awaited and popular dining 
option that will add to the many 
new restaurant choices on both the north and south ends 
of town. 
 Many of our City parks have also recently been 
upgraded. In addition to many new playgrounds and 
shade structures, two new splash pads have been added 
for families to enjoy. One is located on Jackson Street in 
George Brown Plaza, and the other is located at the all new 
Matthew’s Park in Garden Valley. 
 Quality of life in Waxahachie is wonderful, and 
just continues to get better. I am so proud of the City 
leaders, staff, and volunteers who work so hard to make 
our community the best it can be. 

Kevin Strength
Mayor of Waxahachie

The Summer Moonlight Movie 
series for the 2017 Season was 
a huge success! Before the 
showing of MOANA, residents 
enjoyed a water slide and 
making grass skirts before the 
movie. There are many more fun 
activities planned for Downtown 
into the fall, just visit www.
waxahachiecvb.com for a full 
listing of events. 

The City of Waxahachie Utility and Public Works Departments 
participated in training with Atmos Energy on Friday, August 
11th at the Atmos Service Center in recognition of National 
“Call 811 Before You Dig Day”.



 As part of the City of Waxahachie’s Capital 
Improvement Program, the Public Works Department 
has many new and exciting projects that are about to 
get started. 

DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENTS  
 Utilities work and paving of road for S. Rogers 
Street from W. Franklin Street to W. Madison Street has 
been completed. Remaining schedule includes:

• Road work from W. Madison Street to rail road
• Asphalt paving of lot behind Farm Luck
• Striping parking spaces on newly paved road 
• Striping parking spaces on faded spaces around 
courthouse

WEST MARVIN PH II 
 Utilities and paving of W. Marvin Avenue has 
been completed. Remaining schedule includes:

• Remaining driveways and sidewalks 
• Oncor installation of street lights
• Landscaping and curb and gutter
• Bryson Street and Gibson Street concrete pour 
estimated for this Thursday

The project is close to finishing and pending weather 
and any unforeseen delays we are looking at about a 
month and a half more.

OVERHILL DRIVE 
 This project began in early June; the utilities 
phase is complete and currently is in the water testing 
and water-tie in phase. Once the water test is passed 
then road work will begin which is estimated for August 
28th starting at Cedar Street from John Arden Drive to 
Overhill Drive.

STADIUM DRIVE  
 Started in mid-June, the south side of Stadium 
Drive, utilities are complete and the road has been re-
paved.  
 Pending the weather, scheduled on Thursday 
August 24th, the newly paved south side will be 
opened up to one-way traffic moving from FM 813/
Brown towards Walmart. Construction will then move 
to the north side for road paving work, sidewalks, and 
driveways installation. 

 INDIAN TRACE 
LANE 
 T h i s 
project began 
in mid-June, 
and is moving 
along at a 
good pace. The 
utilities (water, storm and sewer) are done and currently 
in the water testing and water-tie in phase. 
Once the water test is passed and water tie-ins are 
complete, scheduled in a few weeks is the road paving 
phase.

ALEXANDER DRIVE
 Design is complete and is currently being 
advertised to bidders. The open bid is set for September 
7 to award the project contract. Construction will begin 
shortly after.
 The project consists of repairing and installing 
new water, sewer, and storm lines. As well as ADA 
compliant sidewalks and street lights for both sides of 
Alexander Drive.

CYNISCA STREET
 Design is complete and is currently being 
advertised to bidders. The open bid is scheduled for 
September 7 to award the project contract. Construction 
will commence shortly after.
 This project consists of repairing and installing 
new water, sewer, and storm lines. As well as ADA 
compliant sidewalks and street lights for both sides of 
Cynisca Street. 

EAST UNIVERSITY RECONSTRUCTION PHASE I and II
 The project is currently under design phase and 
will consist of reconstruction of existing asphalt streets 
to concrete streets with curb and gutter. 

• Phase I is from W. Marvin Avenue to Sycamore 
Street 
• Phase II stretches from Sycamore St. to John 
Arden Drive.

 In addition to street repair, new utilities; water, 
sewer, and storm drain will also be installed. The design 
also includes new street lights and ADA compliant 
sidewalks. The design is estimated to be completed by 
winter of 2017 with a possible construction start date of 
2018.

Current Public 
Works Projects
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Let’s Tackle the Grease 
in This Kitchen!

Let’s Tackle the Grease 
in This Kitchen!

Why should I help? 
•	Prevent grease buildups from blocking sewer lines.
•	Stop sewer overflows into streets and storm drains.
•	Save money spent on costly cleanups of sewage spills.
•	Reduce the number of times you have to clean your grease trap (food service).
•	Protect the quality of our water.

DO!
Put oil and grease in covered 
collection containers.

Scrape food scraps from 
dishes into trash cans and 
garbage bags and dispose 
of properly. Avoid using your 
garbage disposal.                    

Remove oil and grease from dishes, 
pans, fryers, and griddles. Cool first 
before you skim, scrape, or wipe  
off excess grease.                   

Prewash dishes and pans 
with cold water before putting 
them in the dishwasher.                 

Cover kitchen sink with catch basket and 
empty into garbage can as needed. 

Cover floor drain with fine 
screen and empty into garbage 
can as needed.

DON’T!
Don’t pour oil and grease  

down the drain.

Don’t put food scraps  
down the drain.

Don’t run water over dishes,pans,
fryers,and griddles to wash oil and 

grease down the drain.

Don’t rinse off oil and grease 
with hot water.

Use environmentally safe cleaning products instead 
of harsh detergents or cleaners that can damage 
sewer lines.

If you generate large amounts of used cooking oil, 
reuse or recycle it. To find a recycler, check the phone 
book under “recyclers” or “rendering companies.”

If you generate small amounts of used cooking oil, 
reuse it as often as possible and then pour it into a 
container you can throw away. Never pour it down 
the drain.

Start a compost pile at your home with scraps 
that are not meat. The TCEQ publication Mulching and 
Composting: A “Take Care of Texas” Guide (GI-36) 
provides basic information to get you started.

More Ways to Tackle Grease

For more information, contact the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ)

Small Business & Local Government Assistance Section
1-800-447-2827  •  TexasEnviroHelp.org TakeCareOfTexas.org

The TCEQ is an equal opportunity employer. The agency does not allow discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, or veteran status.

How is our customer service? www.tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey
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South Rogers Street is in the 
final stages of reconstruction. 
This project has replaced water 
and sewer lines, storm drainage, 
and pavement. This final phase 
will include repaving this last 
stretch of South Rogers and 
replacing sections of damaged 
sidewalk. 


